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America has by far the best news coverage in the world. Our press and radio, however, must concentrate on high-speed dispatches, often omitting the great spiritual factors which motivate the 
news. And unfortunately much reporting is under the pressures of narrow provincialism and our traditional prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism frequently 
threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. Between The Lines seeks to provide greater insight by presenting selected reports, research analyses, and forecasts 
drawn from the most authoritative sources. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent in war and 
in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?”’ 


A Christian layman in Indiana recently found a miracle in a nearby 
reformatory, and is multiplying that miracle many fold — with the co- 
operation and enlightened policies of his company. When C. I. Craig, per- 
sonnel director of the Delco-Remy Division of General Motors, first heard 
about a young man of 25 who was about to be paroled, he listened to an 
unusual story. The youth’s parents died when he was 12; he was pushed 
from foster home to foster home, from orphanage to orphanage, attending 
high school only one vear with a D average. Then he began accumulating 
reformatory prison sentences for stealing and wrecking cars —a total of 


seven years. 


When the lad was locked up for 
the third time, a psychiatric exam- 
ination disclosed that he had a good 
mind, and with competent treat- 
ment and direction, he began to 
study seriously and earned a high 
school diploma. Upon taking the 
Indiana State College aptitude tests, 
along with 17,800 Indiana students, 
he placed first, with a wide gap be- 
tween him and all others. 

When the lad came up for parole, 
Mr. Craig arranged to take the Del- 
co-Remy physician and two en- 
gineers to interview him. Before the 
interview was half over, all four 
men had made up their minds. He 
was told that he would be given 
only love, opportunity and a gift of 
$75 from the First Baptist Church. 
The prison gave him $15 and the 
clothes on his back. The company 
loaned him $50, to be paid back at 
$10 a month with no interest. 

This young man made good in 
every respect—on his job with 
Delco-Remy, at his church and with 
his friends who welcome him into 
their homes. 

Mastering speed-reading, he has 
become invaluable to his office su- 
periors in keeping his boss and other 
department heads updated on the 
mass of professional and business 
journals that come into the office. 
He has been recommended for the 
GM Institute where he can get a 
college education in engineering. 
On completion of this course he can 
enter M.I.T. for a master’s degree. 
(The GM Institute is a cooperative 
engineering school in which an em- 
ployee can work for pay two months 
in the plant, then attend school two 
months. In four years he has a good 
engineering education which he has 
paid for himself.) 


He has told his benefactor, 
“There’s somehing awfully good 
about living— when a man _ has 
friends, a church to attend, the best 
firm to work for, money in the bank, 
good clothes, a future to believe in.” 


Such a miracle may not be found 
in every prison “graduating class” 
but thousands of men would make 
good and would never go back to 
prison if they could find someone 
outside who believed in them. 


Will They Answer? 


The National Radio Astronomy 
Observatory recently trained a giant 
telescope on two stars 66 trillion 
miles away — with the hope of pick- 
ing up a message from some life on 
other planets. This is the first time 
in history that a serious scientific 
effort has been made to contact in- 
telligent life in the universe outside 
our own earth. What are the chances 
of detecting a responding signal? 
While there is no provable evidence 
to confirm the existence of intelli- 
gent life beyond our own planet, 
many scientists have long believed 
that life has likely developed on 
other planets nourished by suns 
other than ours. 

Strides in astronomy, biology and 
related studies have even provided 
clues to the type of star that could 
have a planetary system capable of 
supporting life. Scientists have even 
made careful guesses about the type 
of signal an alien civilization would 
probably send out in any effort to 
contact beings elsewhere in the uni- 
verse; 1420 megacycles is considered 
to be the radio frequency in which 
natural hydrogen emits radio energy 
in outer space, thus this represents 


a universal contact with which any 
(continued second col., NEXT page) 


A Philosophy of Journalism 


RADITIONAL newsgathering works from the top down — reporting 

the sensational and spectacular events in the capitals of the world, in- 
terviewing presidents, prime ministers, generals, admirals and industrial 
tycoons. Between The Lines works from the ground up — through contacts 
among American educators, research groups, medical missionaries, agri- 
cultural experts, diplomatic and military personnel who may not rank in 
the higher echelons but who deal directly with the common people. 


The high political and military officials always try to sell their 
policies and their ambitious aims to the interviewing newsman. But al- 
ways, in the end, the will of the people becomes the final judgment of 
history. By concentrating on the hopes and hungers, the fears and frus- 
trations of the common people, this Newsletter gets at the motivations 
behind the news which are inseparably entwined about the moral and 
spiritual fundamentals of life. 


Hence, our reporting of necessity must often run contrary to cur- 
rent political, economic and military views. But our back numbers furnish 
a rather amazing record of prophetic analyses. For this we take no credit; 
all tribute should go to the many alert friends of Between The Lines at 
home and abroad who help make possible this Fellowship of Truth-seeking. 


These words of explanation and appreciation are especially ap- 
propriate as your editor journeys through Latin America, where he is 
receiving guidance and information from our friendly contacts and learn- 
ing much that throws revealing light on the shape of things to come. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HE SILENT REVOLUTION: Notes from Caracas, Lima, Bogota, 

Quito: The world is being changed far more by the Silent Revolution, 
which surges everywhere these days, than by the noisy menacing crusades 
of communism. This Silent Revolution, moving through the thought chan- 
nels and blood streams of humanity, through the classrooms and campuses 
over the globe, springs from the ideology and achievements of the Amer- 
ican Revolution. But, ironically, the Silent Revolution threatens to eclipse 
and overrun America’s present world pre-eminence mainly because of our 
rather hysterical fixation on the threat of communism. 


This Silent Revolution has emerged with the post-war generation 
that now pours out everywhere — with new attitudes towards war, towards 
political traditions, towards the use of wealth, even towards religion. The 
force of this tide is not only remaking Africa and all Latin America but 
it has battered the political, economic and military status quo of the free 
West through the youth uprisings lately in Korea, Turkey, Japan and 
elsewhere. The popular alibi — to blame communism for all this — is like 
blaming a typhoid epidemic on Democrats or Jews instead of examining 
the water we drink. 


(For instance, Communists were active in the mobs of Japanese youths that forced the 
cancellaticn of Eisenhower's visit to Japan. But, as we have reported previously, the most re- 
spected Western observers in Japan have warned that at least a third of the Japanese population 
and most of those under 30 are strongly opposed to the rearming of Japan under the U. S. mil- 
itary alliance which bars Japan from her natural markets in China and enables Japanese big 
business, closely allied to U. S. policy, to dominate the Tokyo Government.) 


Fhe Silent Revolution is reflected at first glance in Latin America 
in the great building boom which characterizes every city in the world. 
It won’t be long till the “old world charm” — the gingerbread balconies 
and tiled courtyards from Vienna to Lima to Bangkok — will be hard to 
find. For all that is being rapidly replaced by American-style business 
blocks, hotels and huge modernistic apartment buildings. U. S. technical 
and scientific methods are being duplicated everywhere, often crudely and 
ineffectively at first. But eager craftsmen learn fast. American-style clothes 
are usual in most large cities of the world, and even in the remote high 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


Andes, the skirts of the Indian women are often made of cheap shiny 
rayon or factory plaids; many men and boys wear U. S.-type dungarees. 
Their handcrafts are now for the more lucrative tourist trade. 

WHITE AMERICANS RARELY REALIZE that of the 400 mil- 
lion in this Hemisphere, at least half are colored. Of the 200 million in 
Latin America, about three-fourths are colored. This new generation of 
the Silent Revolution announces therefore that there is no “white” West — 
hence the racial disturbances from Little Rock to Rio. For 400 years, a 
small white Spanish minority has owned everything in Latin America. The 
Indians, Negroes and mestizos (mixed) provide the cheap labor and abun- 
dant servant class. When U. S. oil, mining, sugar and banana investors 
began an era of miraculous development, a middle class started to emerge 
with the new wealth, but the Spanish aristocracy remains — richer than 
ever and determinedly maintaining their tight alliance with the Roman 
church, perpetuating the old traditional oligarchies that still rule most 
Latin American countries. Behind this facade, revolutionary forces are 
brewing in every area with various degrees of intensity. The new middle 
class continues to rise but far too slowly to offset the stirrings among the 
ereat majority who have nothing. Communism plays only a minor part, 
and that only because the situation is made to order for Marxism. 

THE SPANISH-ROMAN OLIGARCHIES of Latin America 
traditionally denied education to the common people. Just as Spain and 
Italy today still have the highest illiteracy rate in Europe, so all Latin 
American countries have a shocking illiteracy rate — often 70 to 80 per 
cent. Devout middle class Catholic laymen and many intelligent young 
priests are among the strongest voices in protestations at these conditions. 
But the hierarchy brands all such resistance as “communistic” —a lie 
without honor which is often echoed in the U. S. press. 


A banker in Caracas, of European background, remarked, “As a 
devout Catholic, I couldn’t understand the distrust of the Catholic Church 
among Americans — until I had lived here amid the gross superstitions, 
the corrupt political and educational policies perpetrated by the church. 
It offends any true Catholic Christian.” 

AT LONG LAST: Latin American Governments were compelled 
to build schools, technical institutes and universities to provide the en- 
gineers, chemists and technicians needed for the further development of 
their national resources. And now the thousands of young technicians and 
scientists of mixed blood who are working in the U. S.-controlled mines 
and refineries are asking why their national wealth should be drained off 
by foreign capital, why a few wealthy Spanish American families (hidden 
away on their vast haciendas or in smart Lima or Buenos Aires homes, to 
say nothing of their apartments in Paris and New York) should alone 
share the harvest. 

COMMUNISM IS A MINOR FACTOR, nonetheless, in all these 
revolutionary stirrings — and this cannot be repeated too often, especially 
in view of the distortions along this line in much of the U. S. press. The 
Communists in Latin America are as diabolical and immoral in principle 
and action as elsewhere, and we have had ideological skirmishes with 
them in grimy workers’ bistros and all-night student cafes in most parts 
of the world. But despite the shortcomings of the Spanish-Roman culture, 
there are elements here which frustrate the Red agitators: the spiritual 
traditions of the Catholic Church, the natural stoicism of the Indian and 
the disinclination of the Negro to become too intense about anything. 
The Latin American wants his own revojution — not one imported from 
Russia or China. Thus Castro’s revolution, being Latin American, has 
enormous influence. 


An example of the distortions of U. S. thinking is found in the 
incident, a few months ago, when crowds of Venezuelan students hurled 
insults at Vice President Nixon. The U. S. press screamed about “the 
Communists in Caracas” when the truth is that those students and workers 
had just driven out the Jiminez military dictatorship and were still boiling 
with anger because of Jiminez’ long association with the U. S. oil corpor- 
ations and because the dictator had been given haven in Florida where 
he fled with his millions in loot and still resides under FBI protection. All 
this was courageously and frankly acknowledged by Nixon upon his re- 
turn when he urged that the U. S. withdraw support from Latin American 
dictators. What a pity that the great achievements of American free enter- 
prise in underdeveloped areas must be sullied by these associations. 

(Mr. Wells’ condensed Latin American reports will be continued in our next issue.) 





THE BIG SCHISM 
N previous reports this Newsletter has discussed the conflicts within the 
Kremlin that forced Khrushchev to abandon — temporarily at least — 
his coexistence policies favoring friendship with the West. New evidence 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Will They Answer? (con:.) 


civilization that has mastered radio 
techniques must be familiar. This 
portion of the radio spectrum there- 
fore would be the one worth mon- 
itoring at the start. It would take 
eight years, however, for a response 
to come from the planet-stars at 
which the National Observatory is 
beaming its signals. 

The two nearest stars that have 
the greatest chances of having life 
developed to the same extent as 
earth are Tau Centi and Epsilon 
Eridani. They may be a million 
years behind us in our civilization 
or a million years ahead. If we get 
a signal back, would further com- 
munication be wise? The enormity 
of variations possible in the develop- 
ment of life causes scientists to spec- 
ulate as to whether further contact 
would be beneficial. 

If such beings are in advanced 
stages of civilization, their rocket 
engineering would be far beyond 
ours. They could make routine 
scouting trips around our own solar 
system and probably reach our plan- 
et. “Do we want them to visit us?” 
asks one science editor. They would 
undoubtedly be of a different spe- 
cies, perhaps ten times bigger or ten 
times smaller! To us they could be 
like monsters or visa versa. We 
might consider them as_ insects, 
similarly they, us! They may be so 
far advanced that their weapons 
would be much better than ours. 
Their germs could also be deadly 
for us. So the signal radio beam 
may be all that would be or should 
be sought in the present era. 


Black Muslims 


In a recent issue we reported how 
the suppression of moderate Chris- 
tian Negro leadership in Africa and 
in our Southern states leads to the 
inevitable “violent ones” — ill-train- 
ed fanatics who replace those who 
preach racial justice through non- 
violent, moderate means. 

The violence in Africa last spring 
announces to the world that this 


Black Muslims 


process has already set in on the 
dark continent. White Christian 
America is less aware that the 
framework of such a development 
is already to be found in most Amer- 
ican cities. Little is known of the 
black Muslim movement, and what 
is known is disturbing. African 
American Muslims started their 
movement 20 years ago in Detroit. 
Today, Temple Number One is in 
Chicago where Prophet Elijah Mum- 
ammad, founder and leader, resides. 
This fast-growing but fanatical 
movement is gaining influence. 
Muhammed Elijah is an elderly 
man but many of his followers are 
young and dedicated to fearless and 
uncompromising action “even unto 
death,” according to their vows. The 
movement is distinctly religious, al- 
though dedicated to violent actions 
wherever they feel that violence is 
required. Those who join must sever 
their ties with other churches. The 
Muslim dietary laws forbid eating 
pork and prohibit the use of alcohol 
or tobacco. The faithful eat only one 
meal a day and face East when they 
say their prayers, morning and night. 
Cosmetics and fancy clothing are 
frowned upon. A hot bath every 24 
hours is mandatory and the male 
members normally shave their heads. 


The movement combines the 
emotional religious drive of the 
bona fide Muslim plus elements of 
Father Divine and Daddy Grace — 
with the legal and political protests 
of the NAACP added. “It offers the 
hope of a Black Utopia on_ this 
earth and gives the poor ignorant 
Negro a sense of identity — some- 
thing the white world has always 
denied him,” states Franklin Wil- 
liams, a former director of the 
NAACP on the West Coast and 
now assistant attorney general of 
California. 

The Muslims preach brotherhood, 
but it is restricted to the Blacks. 
(They reject the term Negro, and 
refuse to use it.) The white man is 
an enemy or at best a neutral entity. 


(cont. ) 





X-Ray and Forecast 


reaching authoritative observers of Soviet affairs in this country throws 
additional light on this epic split within the world Communist forces. 

THE BIG SCHISM within the Kremlin, which has been an undu- 
lating struggle since the days of Lenin, centers on this question: Can com- 
munism best achieve its aim of world domination by (1) subversion and 
the armed rebellion of the Marxist-indoctrinated native proletariate —a 
thesis which accepts the likelihood of accumulative wars with the capitalist 
powers; or (2) through the influence of the great economic and cultural 
achievements of the Marxist states, which are now focused on the progress 
of Russia and Red China. 


THE LONG HISTORY of this split has been brought to an apoca- 
lyptic climax by the advent of the atomic age, with its horizons of unlimited 
destruction or unlimited achievement. Khrushchev, no doubt influenced 
by Soviet scientists, has vigorously projected the theme that the atom has 
changed everything. Meanwhile the Stalinist old guard in the Kremlin, now 
headed by Suslov, along with the Red China party leadership, holds to the 
adamant position that nothing has changed, that the Marxist-Lenin doc- 
trine of conquest by oppression, subversion and violent revolution, embrac- 
ing the likelihood of a climactic world war, is still the only orthodox 
position for the party. Khrushchev believes that atomic war can only end 
in the destruction of all civilization Communist and capitalist alike. 


(continued) 


IF KHRUSHCHEV GOES OUT 


URING recent weeks, U. S. press dispatches from Moscow have in- 

dicated that the struggle has been nip and tuck, with the voting in the 
Central Committee (the ruling body of the party Praesidium) sustaining 
Khrushchev at times by narrow margins. If the Stalinist reactionaries take 
over, what then? 


THE WEST WILL STILL WIN if we can keep our own extremists 
from throwing gun powder on the Moscow embers. Max Frankl, veteran 
N. Y. Times reporter in Moscow, made a painstaking study of what would 
happen if Khrushchev went out and the harsh Stalinist policies — which 
accept war as inevitable — were re-established. Frankl, who speaks Rus- 
sian fluently, found few Russians who believe that the cruel Stalin system 
could ever be successfully imposed upon them again. Having suffered so 
terribly from recent wars in which hardly a family escaped serious losses 
of life and property, the prospect of an atomic conflict would plunge the 
Soviet industrial and agricultural production downward. For the first time 
the Russian people have been getting some decent food, decent clothing 
and the promise of decent housing; take this from them and there will be 
little left to work for or to live for, concluded the Times observer after 
talking to Soviet citizens from all walks of life. 


THIS DESPAIR OF THE PEOPLE would, in turn, have a devas- 
tating impact upon the Kremlin, for, despite the Stalinist theory that brute 
force can put over a Communist revolution, all political scientists (includ- 
ing most of those in Russia) agree that no amount of pressure can promote 
Communist expansion unless it is backed by impressive economic achieve- 
ment, and such progress cannot come without hope. A serious decrease 
in production would soon bring all of Russia to the brink of chaos. The 
many instances of revolt by peasants, workers and students in Russia, 
under the present comparatively favorable conditions, strongly support 
this expectation. Areas of Poland and East Germany are on the edge of 
such revolt now and have been from time to time during past years. For 
this reason authorities on Russian affairs believe that the Communist party 
policy must continue its emphasis on coexistence. The freedom and 
abundance of the West thus represents our greatest power of defense, 
guaranteeing victory in the long run—if sanity, goodwill and patient 
statesmanship can take precedence over hysteria and hate-breeding fanat- 
icism. 


PRE-EMPTIVE WAR AND CIVIL DEFENSE 


(In our last release we reported on the increased agitation for pre-emptive preventive 
war among U. S. military and political extremists, and the relationship of pre-emptive war to 
distorted interpretations of the Russian military picture and the glaring inadequacies of military 
intelligence.) 


HE campaign for preventive war includes the propaganda drive for 

multi-billion dollar defense shelters. When such propaganda appeared 

in Newsweek, it “viewed with alarm” Russia’s civil defense preparations 

for atomic war. This report quoted representatives of the Rand Corpor- 

ation and the Stanford Researsh Institute, who visited Russia briefly. 

Both organizations do special research for the U. S. Air Force and other 

military establishments, working hand in pocket with the U. S. plane and 
missile contractors, etc. (N. Y. Times, May 22.) 

SOVIET CIVIL DEFENSE was pictured by Newsweek as if it 

were especially created for atomic war. The truth is that the present Soviet 


civil defense system is but a carry-over of that maintained on a large scale 
’ (continued third col., NEXT page) 


U. S. vs. U.S.S.R. In Power Development 


Russia is making startling progress in the development of electrical 
power, a vital factor in the developmen: of any nation’s economic life. But 
the private electric power industry in the U. S. fears that, if the U. S. pub- 
lic becomes aware of the Soviet Union’s progress, increased demands will 
be made here for further power developments on a scale requiring Federal 
sponsorship. (The private power corporations have managed to block al- 
most all Federal power projects during the eight years of the Eisenhower 
Administration, erasing gains towards what most economists feel is the 
most advantageous partnership of Federal power and free enterprise in 
power development and in the distribution and retailing of electrical energy. 


A few months ago, arrangements 
were made under the Soviet-Amer- 
ican exchange program for the visit 
and inspection of dams and power 
plants in the U.S.S.R. by a U. S. 
Senae committee. Representatives 
of the U. S. Dept. of Interior, the 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the Federal Power Commission were 
to accompany the Senators. How- 
ever, the powerful private utilities’ 
lobby was able to scuttle this survey 
of Russian power development on 
the basis that Federal public power 
Officials were engineering the trip 
for “socialistic” purposes. Then the 
Edison Electric Institute, a front for 
the private power interests, hastily 
sent delegations of its own to Rus- 
sia, groups that turned in reports 
definitely slanted against any favor- 
able recognition of Russia’s achieve- 
ments. But when impartial experts 
examined these same Edison Insti- 
tute reports, they discovered statis- 
tics which revealed the enormous 
gains the Soviet Union was making. 


This revelation forced the State 
Dept. to clear the way for the origi- 
nal mission to Russia of American 
leaders in public power develop- 
ment. Several Senators made up the 
delegation last fall and took with 
them representatives from some of 
the engineering companies that had 
built America’s largest power proj- 
ects. Because of the pressure of the 
multi-billion utility interests, the 175 
page report of this mission was gen- 
erally ignored in the press, yet this 
report would give the American 
public a preview of the vast power, 
irrigation and flood prevention pro- 
gram being rapidly built up in the 
Soviet world on a scale far beyond 
anything contemplated in this coun- 
try. The Senators visited the Kuyby- 
shev Dam which took from Grand 
Coulee the title of the world’s larg- 
est dam and power complex; the 
Stalingrad Dam which is also now 
larger than the Coulee or the Kuy- 
byshev. They also saw the plans for 
the Krasnoyarsk Dam which will be 
larger than all the dams in America 
put together! 

It was learned that the Chinese 
Communists are building dams on 
the Ichange Gorge on the Yangtze 
River which will be “twenty times 
the size of the Grand Coulee” when 
completed. The report states that, 
while the U. S. is still far ahead of 
the U.S.S.R. in kilowatts, the time 
is rapidly approaching when Russia 
will overtake us, for so many of her 


big projects that are partly built 
have not yet come into production; 
when they do, the picture will rap- 
idly change. 

Many Senators are troubled over 
the matter, but they are under the 
pressure of the private utilities in 
their home states. Yet they realize 
that, unless a Federal power pro- 
gram is greatly accelerated in this 
country, we will lose to Russia on 
another front; and this area of de- 
velopment has great influence on the 
peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin 
America, who are looking for lead- 
ership in this all important phase of 
the industrial and technological rev- 
olution sweeping over the world. 

Another vital quesion is the 
much disputed use of Federal auth- 
ority for the distribution of power 
from the large dam projects already 
in operation. Electrical power is 
distributed much more efficiently 
throughout the Soviet Union by the 
use of a transcontinental transmis- 
sion system which enables the sur- 
plus power in one area to be quickly 
switched to another at times when 
the peak load is in operation 
throughout all Russia. The private 
utility corporations have success- 
fully blocked such a system here 
which would enable our electric 
power lines to keep ihe full surge 
of energy available wherever it is 


needed. 

Every housewife is familiar with the prob- 
lem of using her various electrical appliances 
at dinnertime when electric use is heavy. The 
“grid system,” which would have to be han- 
died by the Federal Government, would enable 
the various large power projects in this country 
to shift the peak load across the country as the 
hourly time schedule changes with the move- 
ment of the sun. 


Religion In Red China 


A resurgence of religious life in 
Red China continues, despite the 
compromises required for the veneer 
of Communist approval which the 
state demands be placed over all 
church and religious activities. Prot- 
estant officials in Hong Kong, in 
touch with Christians behind the 
Bamboo Curtain, report that the 
basic Christian doctrines are being 
strongly emphasized in all Chinese 
church publications and in the print- 
ed sermons and teachings of pastors 
and priests. On the surface there is 
the obvious “doubletalk” about the 
great peoples’ Socialist achieve- 
ments, but beneath this the Gospel 
may be found in all its challenge 
and fullness. 

Dr. Frank Wilson Price, the last 


Protestant missionary to leave Red 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 


Religion In Red China 


(continued) 


China, directs a Missionary Re- 
search Library in Hong Kong, where 
much such literature is received. He 
believes that American missionaries 
will some day be able to return to 
Red China. While the churches have 
been forced to reorganize under the 
central Communist committee “of 
the three selfs: “self-supporting, self- 
governing, self-propagating,” church 
life continues quite uninterrupted. 
(N. Y. Times, April 13). 

Christian leaders have to be ex- 
ceedingly careful in what they say or 
do, but they are not required to give 
up religious teaching or Bible study; 
worship and Christian fellowship are 
still going on. Canadians, British, 
Swedish, Swiss and other Christian 
workers have journeyed recently in 
Red China— only Americans are 
forbidden travel in Red China, 
largely as a result of political fanati- 
cism in the U. S. These Christian 
observers speak of a growing inter- 
est in religion among Chinese youth 
and forecast that the next generation 
of Communist youth will reveal a 
vigorous interest in religion as some- 
thing new and freshly discovered, 
a force their Communist elders have 
overlooked. This hope may be re- 
inforced by the renewed interest in 
religion by an increasing number of 
Soviet youth after 40 years of reli- 
gious oppression. 


Faith in the future of religion in 
China is supported by the news that 
Chinese writers and artists are given 
a high status in a new society, being 
the highest paid and most greatly 
honored; and that the creative artists 
are also constantly pressing the 
Communist party for a greater rec- 
ognition of the aesthetic and spiritual 
factors which are ignored by the 
more strict interpretations of Marx- 
ist materialism. In this the creative 
artists not only have the support of 
all China’s great teachers of the 
past but also the example of artists, 
writers and musicians of the Soviet 
who likewise have steadily forced 
compromise and moderation on 
Moscow doctrinaire extremists. The 
recent death of the great Russian 
poet-novelist, Boris Pasternack, who 
never permitted his talent to be ex- 
ploited by the Communists, has 
given emphasis to the indestructa- 
bility of the free spirit of creative 
art under tyranny. The large throngs 
who attended Pasternack’s funeral 
underscored the place of the spir- 
itual in the survival of the free spirit 
under totalitarianism. 


Radiation and Man 


Some months ago the U. S. Dept. 
of Health took over the authority 
for deciding permissible limits of 
radioactivity in food and water (in 
relation to public health) from the 
Atomic Energy Commission which 
heretofore had been responsible for 


Radiation and Man cont.) 


all such recommendations. (See 
BTL, Oct. 15.) Because the AEC 
had gotten most of its scientific in- 
formation from scientists closely 
associated with military projects, the 
AEC’s recommendations have re- 
peatedly underestimated the danger 
from radiation; thus their standards 
of tolerance have been subject to 
changes as the influence of top- 
ranking scientists, who are indepen- 
dent of the military, gained ascen- 
dency in official circles. 


The report of the International 
Commission on Radiology Protec- 
tion of the UN, issued last year, had 
a particularly devastating effect upon 
the confidence that had been placed 
in the AEC’s findings. The Dept. of 
Health was subsequently ordered to 
reduce the permissible limits of 
radioactivity in food and water to 
40 per cent of the AEC’s recom- 
mended level upon the basis that, 
while the International Commission 
on Radiology Protection had rec- 
ommended that the permissible lim- 
its be reduced by 20 per cent, many 
leading scientists believed further 
research would require a further 
20 per cent reduction. 

Since the atomic age began 15 
years ago, medical and dental X- 
Rays have been greatly curtailed 
and surrounded by many more safe- 
guards than existed prior to the de- 
velopment of atomic science. Back- 
ground radiation from natural causes 
is believed to be responsible for 
much of the cancer and genetic 
damage now being produced, but 
no one knows how much. Some es- 
timate that medical radiation may 
cause about 10 per cent of the leu- 
kemia, bone cancer and deformities 
at birth, other scientists attribute as 
high as 80 per cent. The view of 
most scientists is that, since we can 
do little or nothing about radiation 
from natural causes, we must do all 
possible to curtail the extra amount 
of radiation we introduce through 
medical practice, the atomic bomb 
tests and other man-made nuclear 
developments. 





What They Say... . “After the 
highly condensed, concentrated 
coses of potent truth and fact in 
Between The Lines, I found 
Journey Into Light a gratifying 
fill-in for the kind of prophetic 
thinking that is so cri.ically need- 
ed today,” writes a pastor. “And, 
incidentally, a store house of 
sermon material.” 

Journey Into Light, Charles A. Wells’ 
most recent book. Handsomely printed in 
hard-cover binding. Illustrated by the au- 
thor. 142 pages, $2.50, pp. 

Think On These Things. a collection of 
Mr. Wells’ drawings with pertinent ccm- 
ments. Attractive, heavy paper binding, 87 
pages, only $1. pp. 

Order from Between The Lines Press, 
Newtown, Penna. 











X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


during World War II when 17 million Russians died in an assault by the 
Nazi armies. The article also failed to state that the Soviet civilian defense, 
unlike that in the U. S., is an integral part of Soviet military establishments, 
the training carried out in line with regular army activity and not under 
“civil” authority as in the U. S. The article did concede that the Russian 
people are “lackadaisical” about their CD program and that all civil defense 
activity is unpopular. 


THE DISTORTION AND FALSEHOOD in this Newsweek report 
are exposed by a previous Associated Press report from Moscow stating 
that there have been no civil defense drills since World War II and that 
Russian civil defense activity was almost nil. The AP observers are news 
bureau men on permanent assignment in Russia. Said the AP: 


“Unlike American cities that have gone through small ceremonies 
that might look like air-raid drills, Moscow is acting as if the atom bomb 
had never been invented. There are no air-raid shelters in active service 
in the city, nor is there any indication of where to run in case the big flash 
comes. A few air-raid shelters exist from wartime, some on the outskirts 
of the city, some in the basements of houses and apartment buildings... . 
But there just is no war expectancy in Moscow. People who have traveled 
outside the city to spots far from this sometimes agitated capital report 
even less interest in civil defense elsewhere,” concludes the AP dispatch. 
Thus we have a prime example of how news can be distorted to build war 
fevers, increase military spending — or can be used more honestly to in- 
crease understanding and confidence. 

GOV. MEYNER of New Jersey, in a recent article in the Pro- 
gressive, for June, excoriated the Civil Defense program as futile and 
wasteful. The Governor, who has had long and intimate association with 
Civil Defense, stated, 


“If a city...were to be hit by a few megaton nuclear bombs, 
everything in the civilian defense handbook would go out the window... 
underground shelters ... would be sealed under a mountain of radioactive 
rubble. But equally devastating would be the fire, spreading out from the 
center with jet-plane speed in all directions. Meanwhile, a canopy of radio- 
activity ... would contaminate... hundreds of square miles. The problem 
would be intensified because the dirt and the rubble would carry the kind 
of radioactivity that would retain its killing power not for hours but for 
months, and, in some cases, for years... What kind of world would they 
come up to? (Those who survive.) What would they use for air? What 
would they use for food? What would they use for hospitals? What would 
they use for streets?” 


(BTL has previously reported from authentic sources on the pros- 
pect of the contamination of food and water resources over wide areas 
after an atomic attack. The task of providing uncontaminated food and 
water from protected storage centers presents an insurmountable problem 
in terms of supply to tens of millions of people, a great proportion of whom 
would be ill and dying, for transportation systems would all be decimated. 
The same is true of plasma and medical care in general, for the great hos- 
pital and medical centers are mostly located in major cities and would all 
be destroyed. And doctors would only be permitted to give assistance to 
ambulatory cases. The task of burying 40 to 60 million dead in the first 
few days of war is in itself a staggering prospect.— See BTL, May 15 
and Oct. 15, ’59.) 

Gov. Meyner continued, “That is why I say we are fostering a cruel 
deception on the American people if we try to persuade them that they can 
have civilian defense through underground shelters in the next war... 
I defy anyone to demonstrate that he can provide genuine or even reason- 
able protection through such shelters. And the reason he can’t is that he 
doesn’t know whether he is going to be hit with one bomb or five or six or 
sixteen — or even whether it will be kilotons or megatons. 

“I believe I can best serve the people of my state by making clear 
to them that there is one and only one defense against a nuclear war — and 
that is peace. Either we create a situation of safety, security, and sanity 
tor the human race in this world, or we destroy the precarious conditions 
that make life on this planet possible. Instead of spending the $150 billion 
or $200 billion that would be required for a national network of under- 
ground shelters, let us put just a fraction of that money and work into a 
massive effort to make our world safe for human habitation — while there 
is yet time.” 

While Gov. Meyner may be out of step with those officials and 
ultra-conservatives who preach the inevitability of an atomic conflict “to 
stop communism,” he is very much in step with all the rest of mankind 
who think Americans and Communists are both crazy when they see any 


gain for anyone in atomic war. 





